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November 12, 2012, 8:24 am -- /EPR NETWORK/ -- The
urgent need for up to £330bn of investment in the UK's energy
infrastructure to ensure a secure energy supply, meet carbon
emissions reduction targets and protect the UK economy by
2030, is highlighted in a new report from The London School of
Economics and Political Science.

The npower Future Report - 'Energy and the economy: The
2030 outlook for UK businesses' - reflects upon the need for a
balanced focus on economic growth and investment in the
energy infrastructure to deliver a low carbon and strong UK
economy. It also calls on businesses to act now to ensure they
are protected for the future.

Three potential scenarios for the 2030 energy and economic
landscape and the implications for UK business are examined
in the report; from continued austerity to a sidelining of carbon
emissions reduction targets in favour of cheaper energy
sources to power the UK and businesses. The report shows
how a number of factors will shape what 2030 will mean for UK

plc.

Professor Samuel Fankhauser, author of the npower Future
Report, Co-Director of the Grantham Institute on Climate
Change and the Environment at The London School of



Economics and Political Science and a member of the
Committee on Climate Change, commented: "This report
shows how fragile and delicate the equilibrium of factors is for
protecting the future of the UK energy industry. A slight
change of emphasis in policy, a weakening economic picture or
a preference for cheaper energy sources over low carbon
energy generation could result in very different operating
environments for UK businesses. It is crucial UK businesses
take action now to overcome the potential challenges they
may face."

Volker Beckers, CEO of RWE npower, commented: "£200bn by
2020 has been the long-held figure recognised as being key to
a secure energy future. However, this report shows that
almost the same amount again is needed just 10 years later to
provide the right environment to balance cost, carbon and
continuity of supply. It is therefore crucial that the UK energy
industry, Government and businesses work collaboratively to
ensure this level of investment is secured and foundations are
set for economic and environmental prosperity by 2030."

- ENDS -

About npower

npower is a top business energy supplier in the UK market,
providing gas and electricity to over 238,000 small to medium
sized enterprise sites and around 17,000 industrial and
commercial customers, with over 100,000 sites.

npower Industrial and Commercial Markets is an award-
winning business energy supplier. In 2010 it was named 'The
Consumer Supplier of the Year' at The Energy Event and was
also awarded 'Energy Supplier of the Year' at the inaugural
Energy 'Buying & Supplying Excellence' Awards. Both awards
were voted for by business customers. In 2011 npower also
won the 'Risk Product or Service of the Year' at The Energy
Awards.

npower is dedicated to helping UK businesses use energy more
efficiently and therefore spend less money on their bills. It



aims to have a positive impact on the communities it serves
and reduce its customers' carbon footprint whilst always
improving its service to customers.

npower specialises in risk management solutions, including
market-leading flexible energy purchasing, energy efficiency,
and broader energy management functions, tailored to every
size of business.
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