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PROVIDENCE, Rhode Island, December 11, 2012, 9:54 am -/EPR NETWORK/ -- Microtissues® Inc. announced today the
signing of a Supply and Distribution Agreement with SigmaAldrich® Corporation (Nasdaq: SIAL) for the worldwide sales
and marketing of the 3D Petri Dish®, a new technology for the
culture of living cells in three dimensions (3D). Invented at
Brown University, the 3D Petri Dish® maximizes cell-to-cell
interactions critical for replicating the function of natural
tissues and organs. Shown in numerous peer reviewed papers
to work with over fifty different cell types, including cell lines,
primary cells and stem cells, the 3D Petri Dish® has
applications in cancer research, drug discovery, toxicity
testing and regenerative medicine.
“Researchers are rapidly recognizing the importance of 3D cell
culture and its ability to reliably mimic in vivo function” said
Brian Morgan, Director of Business Development,
Microtissues® Inc. “The 3D Petri Dish® creates a natural 3D
environment without artificial scaffolds and we’re excited that

this distribution agreement will bring our unique and
innovative line of products to the worldwide research
community.”
Unlike the conventional plastic Petri dish where cells are grown
as a thin layer on the surface of the dish, the 3D Petri Dish®
forms 3D aggregates of cells. Spheroid size is controlled by the
number of cells seeded and hundreds of uniform sized
spheroids are formed in a single pipetting step. Spheroids are
formed in a well ordered array in a stable platform suitable for
long term culture. All spheroids are positioned on the same
optical plane making them easy to image (phase contrast,
fluorescent). Spheroid size is controlled by the number of cells
seeded and a mixture of cells forms mixed spheroids, suitable
for investigating tumor-stroma interactions. Spheroids can be
grown from single cells, applicable to the study of cancer stem
cells. For histology, Western blots and RT-PCR, spheroids are
harvested by simply inverting the 3D Petri Dish®. No need to
dissolve or digest the gel. The 3D Petri Dish® is a new
fundamental tool for the world wide industry of life sciences
research.
About Sigma-Aldrich®: Sigma-Aldrich® is a leading Life
Science and High Technology company whose biochemical,
organic chemical products, kits and services are used in
scientific research, including genomic and proteomic research,
biotechnology, pharmaceutical development, the diagnosis of
disease and as key components in pharmaceutical, diagnostics
and high technology manufacturing. Sigma-Aldrich®
customers include more than 1.3 million scientists and
technologists in life science companies, university and
government institutions, hospitals and industry. The Company
operates in 38 countries and has nearly 9,000 employees
whose objective is to provide excellent service worldwide.
Sigma-Aldrich® is committed to accelerating customer success
through innovation and leadership in Life Science and High
Technology. For more information about Sigma-Aldrich®,
please visit its website at www.sigma-aldrich.com.

About Microtissues® Inc: Microtissues® Inc. is a privately held
company located in Providence, RI, advancing technologies
and applications of 3D cell culture. Microtissues®, Inc.’s
products are designed to serve the needs of researchers in a
wide range of areas including cancer research, stem cell
biology, toxicity testing, developmental biology, drug
discovery, regenerative medicine and tissue engineering.
Microtissues®, Inc. has an exclusive worldwide license from
Brown University to US and international patent applications
on the 3D Petri Dish®. For more information on
Microtissues®, Inc., please visit www.microtissues.com.
Sigma-Aldrich and Sigma are trademarks of Sigma-Aldrich Co.
LLC registered in the US and other countries. Microtissues and
3D Petri Dish are registered trademarks of Microtissues, Inc.
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