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DUBLIN, IRELAND, February 24, 2015 -- /EPR NETWORK/ --
Over the past few months VML was contacted by Mr Conor
Ryan and other reporters working on a programme for RTE,
the Irish broadcaster.

It soon became clear that a number of untrue and defamatory
allegations - about VML and persons formerly or currently
connected with it - would be made in the programme and had
already been made to third parties. After VML clearly outlined
the correct position to RTE, its lawyers confirmed that the
programme and/or its reporting would be “fair and balanced”,
“fair, impartial and objective”, “fair to all interests concerned”,
“fair and accurate”, “broadcast in good faith” and contain
“nothing misleading, unsavoury or malicious” nor any
“distortions or untruths”. VML was further assured by RTE’s
lawyers that it "adheres to high standards of journalistic
ethics” and follows “proper journalistic standards”.

Unfortunately, this did not happen: despite withdrawing many
of the untrue and defamatory allegations, when broadcasting



its programme on 5th February, RTE retained a number of
others.

Accordingly, on 13th February 2015, following the advice of
Senior and Junior Counsel, VML issued proceedings against
RTE and Mr Ryan. The proceedings are for defamation,
procuring a breach of confidence, malicious falsehood and
other wrongs, for which aggravated and exemplary damages
are sought. It is expected that other parties will issue similar
proceedings in the English High Court.

The true position, as previously stated to but ignored by RTE,
is as follows:

e In 2004, VML effectively came under the control of the
British Government.

e In 2011, VML was sold by the British Government to an
English private company.

e In 2014, VML was sold by that English company to its
present owner.

e The beneficial owners of VML's shares and debt are those
appearing on the public register.

e VML’s current owner and directors are entirely distinct from
the previous owners and directors.

Vivier Mortgages

Vivier Mortgages is a Dublin, Ireland based home loan
company that has specialised in secured property lending,
principally for domestic mortgages and building projects, for
nearly twenty years. The company, having recently become
part of Vivier Group, is currently looking for new opportunities
in Ireland, in the areas of property acquisition, redevelopment
and regeneration.

Vivier Group

Vivier Group is the global umbrella organisation of the
Auckland based Vivier & Co and Vivier Investments, the
London based Vivier Developments & Vivier Home Loans, and
the Dublin based Vivier Mortgages.



Luigi Wewege

Luigi Wewege is the founder of Vivier Group and the Managing
Director of Vivier Mortgages (a Dublin, Ireland based home
loan company), as well as CEO of its Auckland based financial
services arm, Vivier & Co, a boutique Financial Service
Provider in New Zealand, offering no-cost, above average
returns for investors.
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