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Top Ten 
Spain dominated January’s search rankings, with five Spanish cities in 
the top ten. Faro and Dalaman also made the hot list, suggesting that 
sun and sand are still top priorities for British travellers, although the 
presence of flights to London, New York and Amsterdam shows that 
city breaks are also popular. 

Medium and Long Haul 
The most popular medium and long haul destinations searched for 
during January were: flights to New York (7th), Bangkok (11th), 
Orlando (15th), Sharm el Sheik (24th), Dubai (30th), Sydney (36th), 
Johannesburg (43rd), Las Vegas (45th), Delhi (48th) and Hong Kong 
(49th). 

Most Popular Countries 
Overall, Spain remains the most popular country for British travellers, 
despite fears that less favourable euro exchange rates would lead to a 
switch to non-euro countries such as Turkey, which has three 
destinations in the rankings, including a high number of searches 
for cheap flights to Dalaman. Despite being the UK’s closest neighbour, 
France is notably scarce in the top 50, with only one French city 
ranking, possibly due to the increased popularity of the Eurostar over 
flying. 

Skyscanner Says 
Barry Smith, Skyscanner co-founder and business director 
commented: 



“Following a year of economic stress in 2009, we’re waiting to see 
which locations rise from the ashes of recession in 2010. Spain is still 
the top dog by a long shot, but Portugal, Italy and Cyprus have a 
significant slice of the market and Turkey and Thailand are nipping at 
its heels. Orlando should do well this year due to the opening of Harry 
Potter’s Wizarding World, and South Africa will also see a spike due to 
the World Cup.” 

The following rankings are based on the number of searches for cheap 
flights during January 2010 on the Skyscanner website for UK 
departures. 

January 2010 Top 10 Destinations 
1. Malaga (Spain) 
2. Alicante (Spain) 
3. Tenerife (Spain) 
4. Faro (Portugal) 
5. Palma (Spain) 
6. London (UK) 
7. New York (USA) 
8. Lanzarote (Spain) 
9. Dalaman (Turkey) 
10. Amsterdam (Netherlands) 

About Skyscanner: 
Skyscanner is a leading travel search site based in Edinburgh, 
Scotland. Skyscanner provides instant online comparison on flight 
prices for over 670,000 routes on over 600 airlines, as well as car hire, 
hotel and holiday price comparison. 

With Skyscanner, users can browse without having to enter specific 
dates or even destinations, and Skyscanner is available in 20 different 
languages including French, German and Spanish. 
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